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sudden, portentous, sweeping all before it. It was the
first case in which he appeared at our bar; a criminal
prosecution in which I had arranged a very pretty de-
fence, as against the Attorney-General, Atkinson, who
was able enough in his way, but whom I knew very
well how to take. Atkinson, being absent, Webster
conducted the case for him, and turned, in the most
masterly manner, the line of my defences, carrying with
him all but one of the jurors, so that I barely saved my
client by my best exertions. I was nevermore surprised
than by this remarkable exhibition of unexpected power.
It surpassed, in some respects, anything which I have
ever since seen even in him."

With all his admiration for his young antago-
nist, however, one cannot help noticing that the
generous and modest but astute counsel for the
defence ended by winning bis case.

Fortune showered many favors upon Mr. Web-
ster, but none more valuable than that of having
Jeremiah Mason as his chief opponent at the New
Hampshire bar. Mr. Mason had no spark of envy
in his composition. He not only regarded with
pleasure the great abilities of Mr. Webster, but
he watched with kindly interest the rapid rise
which soon made this stranger from the country
his principal competitor and the champion com-
monly chosen to meet him in the courts. He gave
Mr. Webster his friendship, staunch and unvary*
ing, until his death; he gave freely also of his wis-
dom and experience in advice and counsel. Best